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Focus 
— 
Initiating patent opposition proceedings before 
the INPI 
 

Under the PACTE Act, enacted on 22 May 2019, it 
is now possible to file an opposition against a 
patent for which the mention of the grant was 
published in the INPI’s Official Bulletin of Industrial 
Property (BOPI) as of 1 April 2020. The opposition 
request must be submitted within nine months of 
the grant date of said patent. The applicable 
opposition procedure is governed by Order No. 
2020-116 of 12 February 2020, which is 
supplemented by Decree No. 2020-225 of 6 March 
2020.  

Advantages of this procedure 

The procedure has several objectives: to provide a 
simpler alternative to a lawsuit by allowing a third 
party to challenge, more quickly and at a lower cost, 
a patent that could hinder the operation of their 
business, without having to demonstrate 
legitimate interest; to reduce legal disputes 
concerning the cancellation of patents; to enhance 
the quality of French patents, in particular by 
allowing any third party to submit documents that 
were not identified during the grant procedure; and 
to harmonise French practices with those of the 
European Patent Office and the main national 
offices.  

INPI Performance and Objectives Agreement 

The French Patent & Trademark Office (Institut 
national de la propriété industrielle or “INPI”) has 
been working on the implementation of this new 
patent opposition procedure since April 2017 by 
integrating the creation of a post-grant procedure 
before the INPI into its Performance and Objectives 
Agreement (COP 2017-2020).  

A project team was set up to carry out the various 
actions required to achieve this objective. In 
particular, in 2018 a benchmark was carried out 

                                                        
1  French Patent and Trademark Attorneys Institute 
(Compagnie nationale des conseils en propriété industrielle). 
2 French Association of IP Specialists in Industry (Association 
française des spécialistes en propriété industrielle de l’industrie). 

on 27 national and regional offices with an 
existing opposition procedure and a questionnaire 
was conducted to gather feedback from the 
various partners. The aim was to propose a 
procedure that would meet the expectations of its 
future users. The project team was also involved in 
drafting the relevant articles of law with the 
supervising ministry (Ministry for the Economy, 
Finance and the Recovery) and the Ministry for 
Justice, in training all of the patent examiners on 
this procedure and in developing the IT tool 
necessary for its proper functioning.  

Since the beginning of 2020, the INPI has been 
working on the drafting of the related guidelines. 
To this end, it initiated consultations with 
associations of industrial property professionals 
such as the CNCPI 1 , ASPI 2 , AIPPI and other 
associations in order to learn about their 
experience and to create a constructive dialogue. 
In January 2021, the INPI published its complete 
guidelines on the patent opposition procedure3. 
These guidelines have helped to complete the 
existing legal framework with respect to patent 
opposition. 

First opposition filed 

The first opposition was filed on 3 April 2020 
following the publication of the first BOPI after the 
entry into force of the PACTE Act. Since April 2020, 
the number of oppositions filed has increased to 
reach a total of 43 to date (see Fig. 1).  

The challenged patents show an extension rate 
abroad of 74% and mainly concern the area of 
“Mechanical Engineering” (see Fig. 2). 23.8% of 
the challenged patents fall under section A 
“Human Necessities” of the International Patent 
Classification (IPC) (see Fig. 3).  

3 https://www.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/directives_brevets_livr
e_3_post_delivrance_juin_2021.pdf 

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000041566923/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000041566923/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000041698006
https://www.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/directives_brevets_livre_3_post_delivrance_juin_2021.pdf
https://www.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/directives_brevets_livre_3_post_delivrance_juin_2021.pdf
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As for the opponents, French companies 
represent 40%, closely followed by straw men 
who constitute 35% of the opponents (see Fig. 4). 

 

Fig. 1: Number of oppositions file 

Fig. 2: Extensions abroad and areas of challenged patents 
 

International Patent Classification (IPC) 

Number of 
oppositions filed 
since April 2020 

% of patents 
granted since April 

2020 by  
IPC section 

% of patents 
challenged since 
April 2020 by IPC 

section 

Section A: HUMAN NECESSITIES 

10 13.47% 23.8% 

Section B: PERFORMING OPERATIONS; 

TRANSPORTING 
8 27.11% 19.0% 

Section C: CHEMISTRY; METALLURGY 

5 7.05% 11.9% 

Section D: TEXTILES; PAPER 

1 0.67% 2.4% 

Section E: FIXED CONSTRUCTIONS 

3 5.63% 7.1% 

Section F: MECHANICAL ENGINEERING; 

LIGHTING; HEATING; WEAPONS; BLASTING 
4 16.89% 9.5% 

Section G:  PHYSICS 
9 16.50% 21.4% 

Section H:  ELECTRICITY 
2 12.68% 4.8% 

Fig. 3: Challenged patents by IPC section 
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Fig. 4: The opponents 

First oral phase and first decision 

The first oral phase took place on 25 January 
2022 at the INPI’s offices in Courbevoie. It 
concerned opposition OPP20-0004 between 
German company “Krones AG” and French 
company “Sidel Participations”, the owner of 
patent FR 3 080 795 B1 entitled: “METHOD FOR 
FORMING A CONTAINER MADE OF 
THERMOPLASTIC MATERIAL BY BIAXIAL 
STRETCHING”. The discussions during the oral 
phase were led by the lead examiner of the 
Opposition Board in their capacity as session 
chairperson, assisted by two technical assessors 
who were also the two engineer examiners 
during the examination phase. The hearing was 
conducted in French, in accordance with the 
adversarial principle. The oral phase ended with 
the maintenance of the patent in an amended 
form according to auxiliary request No. 2 
submitted by the owner on 19 January 2022. 

The first decision ruling on Opposition OPP20-
0004 was notified on 23 May 2022, within the 
four-month period provided for in Article R.613-
44-8 of the French Intellectual Property Code 
(Code de la propriété intellectuelle or “CPI”). This 
decision was highly anticipated and welcomed 
by the profession4. 

The total time taken to process this opposition 
from the end of the nine-month opposition 

                                                        
4  https://blip.education/premiere-decision-de-linpi-dans-

une-procedure-dopposition ; https://www.august-
debouzy.com/fr/blog/1847-opposition-devant-linpi-
publication-de-la-premiere-decision-

period to the notification of the decision was 
16.8 months, just under the 17 months 
announced by the INPI for the complete 
processing of oppositions. 

To date, nine oral hearings have taken place and 
five opposition decisions have been notified. The 
hearings are open to the public and the schedule 
of hearings is available on the INPI’s website5. 

First appeal 

The opposition decision handed down by the 
CEO of the INPI can be appealed before the Court 
of Appeal of Paris. The appeal process makes it 
possible to reverse the decision of the CEO of the 
INPI and has suspensive effect. The first appeal 
against an opposition decision has already been 
filed in relation to opposition OPP21-0002 
between German company “BMW Car IT GmbH” 
and French company “MANUFACTURE 
FRANCAISE DES PNEUMATIQUES MICHELIN”, 
owner of patent FR 3 047 436 B1 entitled: “TYRE 
COMPRISING A HIGH-CONTRAST MATRIX 
SYMBOL ON THE SIDE”. We are eagerly awaiting 
the first ruling of the Court of Appeal on this case. 
To be continued! 

By Vicky Rouss-Douchy: Opposition Procedure 
Coordinator, Patent Department, INPI 

 

dopposition ;   https://www.lavoix.eu/en/news/513/break
ing-news-premiere-decision-dopposition-en-france 
5 https://www.inpi.fr/valoriser-vos-actifs/faire-vivre-votre-
brevet/s-opposer-un-brevet 

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000041703956
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000041703956
https://blip.education/premiere-decision-de-linpi-dans-une-procedure-dopposition
https://blip.education/premiere-decision-de-linpi-dans-une-procedure-dopposition
https://www.august-debouzy.com/fr/blog/1847-opposition-devant-linpi-publication-de-la-premiere-decision-dopposition
https://www.august-debouzy.com/fr/blog/1847-opposition-devant-linpi-publication-de-la-premiere-decision-dopposition
https://www.august-debouzy.com/fr/blog/1847-opposition-devant-linpi-publication-de-la-premiere-decision-dopposition
https://www.august-debouzy.com/fr/blog/1847-opposition-devant-linpi-publication-de-la-premiere-decision-dopposition
https://www.lavoix.eu/en/news/513/breaking-news-premiere-decision-dopposition-en-france
https://www.lavoix.eu/en/news/513/breaking-news-premiere-decision-dopposition-en-france
https://www.inpi.fr/valoriser-vos-actifs/faire-vivre-votre-brevet/s-opposer-un-brevet
https://www.inpi.fr/valoriser-vos-actifs/faire-vivre-votre-brevet/s-opposer-un-brevet
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French Case Law 
— 

 

Below and in the PIBD, INPI’s law review (in French),  
you can read about various decisions handed down by the French courts  

and commented on by INPI’s legal experts. 

Trademarks 

Court of Cassation, 6 April 2022: The Court 
of Cassation upheld the Paris Court of Appeal’s 
decision to cancel the France.com trademarks, 
on the basis that they infringed the French 
State’s earlier right to the name “France”. The 
Court stated that the use of this term might 
create a likelihood of confusion in the mind of 
the public, which could identify the goods and 
services covered by the contested trademarks 
as being produced by the French State, or at 
the very least, by an official body endorsed by 
the latter. This article reviews French case law 
on the deceptiveness of signs likely to imply 
the endorsement of an official body. 
 
Paris Court of Appeal, 14 January 2022: 
This is one of the first instances in which a 
French court has applied the European 
provisions resulting from the “Trademark 
Reform Package”, which established transit as 
an act of infringement. When goods 
originating in Turkey and bound for Spain were 
detained by French customs, the French judge 
acknowledged her jurisdiction over the 
infringement proceedings brought against 
the customs declarant. We provide an 
update on this subject. 
 
Paris Court of Appeal, 15 February 2022:   
The Paris Court of Appeal held that the three-
dimensional trademarks consisting of a 
transparent rectangular container, shown 
empty or filled with white or coloured TIC TAC 
sweets, were valid and that they were infringed 
by the contested product. It also held that the 
word trademark TIC TAC was infringed by the 
sign MIK MAKI due to the considerable visual 
and phonetic similarities between the signs. 
 
Paris Court of Appeal, 9 March 2022: This is 
the first court decision to rule on an appeal 
against a decision issued by the INPI in the 
context of an opposition based on the 

infringement of an earlier trademark with a 
reputation. This new relative ground for 
refusal was incorporated into the French 
Intellectual Property Code (Code la propriété 
intellectuelle) by Order No. 2019-1169 of 13 
November 2019, transposing Directive (EU) 
2015/2436. 
 
 

 
French trademark No. 3 535 105 of Mrs H. 

 

Paris Court of Appeal, 22 April 2022: Since 
the entry into force of the reform of the 
Trademark Reform Package, the conditions 
under which licensees can bring a civil action 
for infringement have been eased. The Paris 
Court of Appeal applied the new provisions of 
the French Intellectual Property Code to 
determine whether the exclusive licensee of 
the Mousti'Stores trademark has standing to 
bring an infringement action. 

 
French trademark No. 1 513 007 of Terroirs Distillers 

 

https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/annulation-des-marques-verbale-et-semi-figuratives-francecom-atteinte-au-droit-anterieur-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/annulation-des-marques-verbale-et-semi-figuratives-francecom-atteinte-au-droit-anterieur-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/annulation-des-marques-verbale-et-semi-figuratives-francecom-atteinte-au-droit-anterieur-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/marchandises-en-transit-competence-de-la-juridiction-francaise-pour-statuer-sur-laction-en
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/marchandises-en-transit-competence-de-la-juridiction-francaise-pour-statuer-sur-laction-en
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/validite-des-marques-tridimensionnelles-constituees-dun-etui-represente-vide-ou-rempli-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/validite-des-marques-tridimensionnelles-constituees-dun-etui-represente-vide-ou-rempli-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/validite-des-marques-tridimensionnelles-constituees-dun-etui-represente-vide-ou-rempli-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/validite-des-marques-tridimensionnelles-constituees-dun-etui-represente-vide-ou-rempli-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/validite-des-marques-tridimensionnelles-constituees-dun-etui-represente-vide-ou-rempli-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/opposition-lenregistrement-de-la-marque-france-8-designant-notamment-les-services-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/recevabilite-du-licencie-exclusif-agir-en-contrefacon-selon-les-nouvelles-dispositions-du
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/recevabilite-du-licencie-exclusif-agir-en-contrefacon-selon-les-nouvelles-dispositions-du
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/recevabilite-du-licencie-exclusif-agir-en-contrefacon-selon-les-nouvelles-dispositions-du
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Paris Court of Justice, 21 January 2022: The 
Paris Court of Justice (Tribunal judiciaire de Paris) 
ruled that the semi-figurative trademark 
AUGUSTE MATTEI CAP CORSE is not deceptive 
in itself when used to designate aperitifs, but 
that its owner must be stripped of their rights 
on the basis of deception regarding the 
geographical origin of the goods. This article 
reviews applications for the revocation of 
rights to a trademark that has become, 
through its owner or an authorised third party, 
potentially misleading with respect to the 
geographical origin of the designated goods 
or services. 

Patents  

Paris Court of Justice, 7 December 2021: 
This decision deals with the jurisdiction of the 
French courts over an application for a FRAND 
licence on standard essential patents. The 
French courts very rarely deal with cases on 
this type of application. We provide an update 
on this issue.  

Paris Court of Justice, 25 January 2022: 
According to the Paris Court of Justice, sending 
letters to distributors of a company whose 
product is liable to infringe a patent does not 
constitute wrongful disparagement. These 
letters, which do not contain any derogatory 
terms, simply warn sellers of a risk of 
infringement, within the meaning of 
paragraph 3 of Article L.615-1 of the French 
Intellectual Property Code.  

Designs 

 

 

MLS 183 Gold Nude Bracelet by Marie-Laure C 

Paris Court of Appeal, 15 February 2022: 
The Court of Appeal found that the bracelets 
braided from fine silver chains and silk threads 

or woven from a solid silver chain with 
diamanté links lacked originality. The mere 
use of more refined materials and more 
elegant or feminine colours to “provide a new 
take on” the so-called “Brazilian” bracelets, 
traditionally made from cotton threads, is not 
sufficient to suggest that they bear the stamp 
of the creator’s personality. 

Paris Court of Appeal, 28 January 2022: 
Successive filings of a Community design for 
the same diving mask do not constitute 
fraud. This case provides an opportunity to 
review the issue of invalidity or claims to a 
Community design based on lack of 
entitlement to ownership and the 
application by French case law of the notion of 
fraud or bad faith. 

Geographical indications 

Quarry of Burgundy stones © Association 

Paris Court of Justice, 8 February 2022: This 
is the first ruling to sanction an infringement 
of a geographical indication protecting 
industrial or artisanal products since the entry 
into force of the system under Act No. 2014-
344 of 17 March 2014 on consumer affairs 
(a.k.a. the “Hamon Act”). A company infringed 
the Burgundy limestone (Pierre de Bourgogne) 
geographical indication by offering for sale, 
marketing and promoting products that did 
not meet the specific conditions set out in the 
specifications. For more information on the 
French system of protection of geographical 
indications for industrial and artisanal 
products, see INPI LAW JOURNAL, No. 2 May 
2022, p. 3.

https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/decheance-des-marques-auguste-mattei-cap-corse-et-cap-mattei-devenues-trompeuses-sur-la
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/decheance-des-marques-auguste-mattei-cap-corse-et-cap-mattei-devenues-trompeuses-sur-la
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/competence-du-tj-de-paris-pour-statuer-sur-des-demandes-aux-fins-de-voir-conclure-une
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/competence-du-tj-de-paris-pour-statuer-sur-des-demandes-aux-fins-de-voir-conclure-une
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/absence-de-denigrement-resultant-de-lenvoi-de-courriers-de-mise-en-garde-des-revendeurs-dun
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/absence-de-denigrement-resultant-de-lenvoi-de-courriers-de-mise-en-garde-des-revendeurs-dun
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006279560
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/defaut-doriginalite-de-bracelets-tresses-ou-tisses-qui-revisitent-le-genre-des-bracelets
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/defaut-doriginalite-de-bracelets-tresses-ou-tisses-qui-revisitent-le-genre-des-bracelets
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/fraude-non-caracterisee-suite-aux-depots-successifs-dun-modele-communautaire-de-masque-de
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/atteinte-lig-pierre-de-bourgogne-utilisation-commerciale-de-la-denomination-pour-designer
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/atteinte-lig-pierre-de-bourgogne-utilisation-commerciale-de-la-denomination-pour-designer
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000028738036/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000028738036/
https://pibd.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/2022-05/INPI%20LAW%20JOURNAL%20No.%202%20-%20May%202022_1.pdf
https://pibd.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/2022-05/INPI%20LAW%20JOURNAL%20No.%202%20-%20May%202022_1.pdf
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French IP Law updates 
— 
Combating counterfeiting 
 
The French government was recently asked about 
the improvement of anti-counterfeiting measures 
via written questions posed in very similar terms 
by two MPs. Providing background information 
based on statistics from the 2021 annual 
customs report, IFOP and Union des Fabricants 
(Unifab), the authors of these questions 
highlighted the “colossal increase” in counterfeit 
goods that has taken place in recent years, the 
“diversity of the products now affected” and the 
rising use of e-commerce and small parcel 
shipments to evade controls. After recognizing 
the “undeniable efforts made to strengthen 
Customs’ resources”, including its Strategy 2022-
2025 and the proposed law to modernize anti-
counterfeiting measures, they then asked “what 
the government intends to do to improve the 
fight against counterfeiting and ensure that 
strong legislation is rapidly adopted, at the EU 
level, to regulate online sales.” 
 
The government provided a joint answer to the 
two questions on 31 May 2022. Before going 
on to provide additional statistics, it began by 
agreeing with the observation made by the 
MPs about the “particularly harmful 
consequences of the counterfeit trade, which 
affects every business sector and undermines 
public health and consumer safety”. It then 
listed the main anti-counterfeiting 
mechanisms currently used by French Customs 
and by other public and private stakeholders 
such as INPI, French ministries, EUIPO, internet 
platforms, rights holders and businesses. Lastly, 
the government presented the new anti-
counterfeiting tools created in 2021 at EU level: 
the VAT e-commerce package; the creation of 
an information system “into which millions of 
declarations and data are fed and analysed” in 
order to allow “smooth customs clearance and 
prevent the introduction of prohibited goods 
into the national territory”; provisions in the 
proposed Digital Services Act (DSA) that should 
“facilitate discussion with online platforms and 
more effectively enforce measures to curb 
illegal sales via the Internet by making online 

service providers accountable”; collaborative 
initiatives carried out by French Customs, 
under the aegis of the EUIPO, "aimed both at 
securing the authenticity of products (and the 
supply chain) and enabling better reporting of 
the distribution of counterfeit goods, 
particularly online.”  

 

 
French MP, Christophe Blanchet, questioning the government 
©Assemblée nationale 

 
 
Amendment of the disciplinary regime 
applicable to industrial property 
attorneys 
 
French Decree No. 2022-710 of 27 April 2022 
amended and modernised the disciplinary 
procedure applied by the French Patent and 
Trademark Attorneys Institute (Compagnie 
nationale des conseils en propriété industrielle – 
CNCPI) and laid down in Articles R.422-56 et 
seq. of the French Intellectual Property Code 
(Code de la propriété intellectuelle – CPI). 
 
For reference, the profession of industrial 
property attorney and the body responsible for 
representing it were created by Act No. 90-
1052 of 26 November 1990. Article 35 of said 
Act, which reformed the former profession of 
“patent attorney”, specified the role of this 
legal professional, i.e., “to advise, assist or 
represent third parties with a view to obtaining, 
maintaining, exploiting or defending industrial 
property rights, associated rights and rights 
pertaining to all related matters”.  

https://questions.assemblee-nationale.fr/q15/15-44752QE.htm
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000045683052
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006280252/2022-03-08
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000000353071
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000000353071
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Today, this definition is laid down in Article 
L.422-1 of the CPI. As a legal entity, the CNCPI 
was established in particular “for the purposes 
of representing industrial property attorneys 
before the public authorities, defending their 
professional interests and ensuring compliance 
with the rules of professional conduct” (Art. 40 
of the aforementioned Act, laid down in Article 
L.422-9 of the CPI). With regard to the last 
point, the Institute accomplishes this by means 
of an internal Disciplinary Board (Article L.422-
10 of the CPI). 
 
Among the many contributions of Decree No. 
2022-710 of 27 April 2022, first and foremost 
is the introduction of a clear separation 
between the prosecuting and adjudicating 
authorities. The Decree altered the 
composition of the Disciplinary Board of the 
CNCPI (Art. 3 amending Article R.422-56 of the 
CPI): from now on, the chairperson of the 
CNCPI is no longer a member of the Disciplinary 
Board, but will instead act as the prosecuting 
authority (Art. 7: new Article R.422-58-2 of the 
CPI). Also of note is the creation of a prior 
conciliation procedure (Art. 7: new Article 
R.422-58-1 of the CPI), as well as the 
simplification of decisions taken by the 
prosecuting authority to close a case, including 
the possibility of recourse to an appeal body 
(Art. 7: new Article R.422-58-3 of the CPI). 

Among its other contributions, it is also worth 
noting the creation of a restricted panel of the 
Disciplinary Board in the event that an industrial 
property attorney submits a complaint to the 
Board regarding another industrial property 
attorney (Art. 3: addition of a 7th paragraph to 
Article R.422-56 of the CPI). Moreover, official 
reprimands will henceforth be published, after 
they have been made anonymous, on the 
websites of the INPI and the CNCPI (Art. 12: 
new provisions of Article R.422-63 of the CPI). 
Lastly, cases can now also be referred to the 
Disciplinary Board online, not just by registered 
letter with acknowledgement of receipt; the 
CEO of the INPI will be responsible for defining 
the conditions for such online referrals by 
means of a decision (Art. 14: new provisions of 
Article R.422-65 of the CPI). 
 
These new provisions will come into force the 
day after the expiry of the current term of office 
of the members of the Disciplinary Board of the 
CNCPI (January 2023). They will apply to 
referrals and complaints received from that 
date onwards; those received before said date 
will continue to be governed by the previous 
provisions. 
 
By François Montador, Legal expert, Legal and 
International Department, INPI 

 
 

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006279287
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000031012248/2022-07-22
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006279299/2022-07-22
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006279299/2022-07-22
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000045685387/2022-04-29
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000045685377/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000045685389/2022-04-29
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006280270
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000006280273
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About INPI 
— 

 

 

Annual report 2021 

INPI posted its latest annual report on its 
website on 11 April 2022. The report presents 
the Institute’s activities during 2021, which 
was “a particularly busy and successful year for 
INPI” according to the foreword by CEO Pascal 
Faure, “despite the challenges of Covid-19-
related uncertainties and complications”. 

Headed Highlights and Key Data, the 
introductory sections to the report set the 
tone, with a timeline of the year’s significant 
events and an overview of key figures, 
including the number of patents, trademarks 
and designs filed between 2017 and 2020, 
statistics from the first full-year following the 
adoption of France’s PACTE Law (for new types 
of trademarks, utility certificates, post-
registration/grant procedures, inventive step 
and provisional patent applications) and 
figures relating to open data items. 

The information provided in these sections is 
further developed in the other parts of the 
report. The main topics covered are: 

 INPI’s 70th anniversary and the related 
figures: over 1.7 million French patent 
applications filed and almost 
750,000 design applications published 
since INPI’s creation in 1951 and around 
3 million applications to register a French 
trademark filed since 1961 (pp. 16-17); 
 

 the opening – in line with the new role 
attributed to INPI by France’s PACTE Law 
– of the Guichet unique, INPI’s online 
one-stop-shop for business formalities, 
initially to agents (1 July 2021) and then 
to the general public (1 January 2022)6. 
The next step, scheduled for 1 January 
2023, is to make it the single point of 
contact in France for all business 
formalities (p. 22, p. 48); 

                                                        
6 See PIBD 2021, 1157, I-1, PIBD 2021, 1157, I-2, PIBD 
2020, 1143, I-1 

 
 

 increased cooperation between INPI 
and French Customs in combating 
counterfeiting, notably via the renewal of 
their partnership agreement on 
16 April 2021. The agreement is 
designed to improve coordination of joint 
action plans to enforce companies’ 
intellectual property rights, thereby 
helping to combat counterfeiting and 
ensure the safety of consumers (p. 23); 
 

 the development of INPI’s international 
presence thanks to the signature of new 
patent prosecution highway (PPH) 
agreements, first with the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) on 
8 November 2021 7  and then with the 
Canadian Intellectual Property Office 
(CIPO) on 3 December 20218 (p. 20); 
 

 improvements to INPI’s services for its 
customers, including an overhaul of its IT 
applications to enhance the features 
available and make them easier to use. As 
a result, a new online portal for designs 
was launched on 19 May 2021, and two 
new features – advanced search and 
eAlerts – were added to the Data INPI 
portal, which provides free access to both 
“company” and “industrial propriety” 
data via a single search engine (p. 24); 

 

 the 30th anniversary edition of the INPI 
Awards, which recognize and reward 
innovative French companies with 
exemplary industrial property strategies. 
The report notably includes 
a presentation of the 2021 winners and 
their innovations (pp. 34-39). 

 

7 See PIBD 2021, 1171, I-3. 
8 See PIBD 2021, 1172, I-3. 

https://www.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/INPI_RA2021%20GB_V2_interactif_planche.pdf
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000038496102
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/decret-ndeg-2021-300-du-18-mars-2021-portant-application-de-larticle-1er-de-la-loi-pacte-et
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/arrete-du-30-mars-2021-pris-pour-lapplication-du-decret-ndeg-2021-300-du-18-mars-2021-et
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/gestion-du-fichier-unique-electronique-des-formalites-des-entreprises
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/gestion-du-fichier-unique-electronique-des-formalites-des-entreprises
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/signature-dun-accord-pph-entre-linpi-et-loffice-des-brevets-et-des-marques-des-etats-unis
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/rencontre-bilaterale-avec-loffice-de-la-propriete-intellectuelle-du-canada-opic-marquee-par
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Statistical studies - 2021 rankings for 
INPI’s top patent filers 

Posted on INPI’s website on 14 June 2022, the 
2021 rankings for INPI’s top patent filers  
provides a detailed analysis of the patent 
applications filed by the Top 50 filers and 
published by INPI in 20219. Given that patent 
applications are published 18 months after 
filing, these rankings relate to applications 
filed between 1 July 2019 and 30 June 2020. 
As a result, the statistics analysed only partially 
reflect the consequences of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

The analysis is presented in the form of 
rankings based on various criteria. The key 
takeaways for each ranking are presented 
below. 

Ranking by patent filer 

The Top 50 filers account for 53.2% of the 
applications published by INPI. They include 
twelve public research organizations and two 
mid-sized businesses. The three companies 
with the most patent applications published in 
2021 are Safran (1,037 applications), 
Stellantis (1,035) and Valeo (721). 

  

TOP 10 PATENT FILERS 
by number of patent applications published by INPI in 2021 

 
Note 1: Either the patent applications were filed 
under the names of several entities and the data 
subsequently aggregated by INPI based on the 
filers’ declarations or all applications were filed 
under the name of the parent company. 
 
Note 2: The number of patent applications 
published is based on the full counting approach. 
 
Note 3: Consolidated PSA, including Faurecia. 
 

                                                        
9 See previous rankings: PIBD 2021, 1162, IV-2 

Note 4: Stellantis is the result of the merger 
between Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and the PSA 
Group in January 2021. 
 
* Filer’s non-consolidated data  
 
[Source and processing of data: INPI, 2022] 

 

 

https://www.inpi.fr/palmares-2021-des-deposants-de-brevets-l-inpi
https://www.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/inpi%20statistiques%20palmar%C3%A8s%20inpi%202021_0.pdf
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/palmares-des-principaux-deposants-de-brevets-linpi-en-2020
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Ranking by filer type (large companies, 
mid-sized businesses, SMEs, and research, 
higher education and government institutions) 

The Top 10 large companies whose patent 
applications were published by INPI in 2021 
account for 4,841 published applications in 
total. Except for L’Oréal, Air Liquide and 
Orange, they operate primarily in the 
automotive, aeronautics and aviation 
industries. 

The Top 10 mid-sized businesses account 
for 245 of the patent applications published in 
2021. For the most part, these businesses file 
their patent applications in the Greater Paris 
region. 

The Top 10 SMEs by number of patent 
applications published by INPI in 2021 
(135 applications in total) primarily file their 
patent applications in the Auvergne-Rhône-
Alpes region. 

The Top 10 research, higher education and 
government institutions have accounted for 
more than 1,500 published patent 
applications every year since 2018. The four 
names at the top of this list (CEA, CNRS, IFP 
Energies Nouvelles and EDF) are the same for 
the third consecutive year. 

Ranking by technology field and sub-
field 

Mechanical engineering tops the list of fields 
represented in the study, with 39% of the 
patent applications published, followed by 
electrical engineering (22.1%), chemistry 
(15.1%) and instruments (12.9%). The top 
technology sub-fields are transport (15.9% 
of the patent applications published by INPI in 
2021), followed by electrical machinery, 
apparatus, energy (8.2%), engines, pumps, 
turbines (6%), measurement (5.4%) and 
computer technology (5.2%). 

 

 

 

 

Ranking by region 

Of the 11,703 patent applications published 
in 2021 that were filed by French legal persons, 
7,348 (or 62.8%) were filed by legal persons 
with premises in the Greater Paris region. 
This high proportion reflects the region’s 
central role in the French economy and the 
presence of many head offices and 
government agencies. The relative share of 
other regions reflects the role they each play 
in France’s economy and their contribution to 
its R&D and innovation dynamic. 

International activity by French patent 
filers in 2020 

This includes two rankings relating to the 
international activity of French patent filers in 
2020: 

 a ranking which lists the Top 50 
French filers whose priority patent 
applications were published in 2020 
by the world’s eight main industrial 
property offices; and 

 a ranking which lists the Top 50 
French filers whose patent 
applications were published worldwide 
in 2020, whether priority applications 
or not. 

In his introduction to the 2021 rankings, INPI 
CEO Pascal Faure highlights the inventive 
energy demonstrated by France’s 
manufacturing giants but also by many of its 
SMEs, which simply serves to confirm that 
“innovation is everywhere, including in smaller 
businesses”. He goes on to say that “the 
PACTE Law, which is now fully implemented 
and has proven its worth, makes innovation 
protection more flexible and even more robust” 
before wrapping up with the observation that 
“innovation is a key factor in France’s 
competitiveness, and protecting it is 
absolutely essential.”  
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International IP Law news 
— 
 

 

Signing of a PPH agreement with the 
Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO)   

INPI and the Korean Intellectual Property 
Office (KIPO) signed a patent prosecution 
highway (PPH) agreement 10  during 
a bilateral meeting held in Geneva. 

On 14 July, an extremely symbolic date for 
France, INPI had the honour of signing a PPH 
agreement with the Korean Intellectual 
Property Office (KIPO) during a bilateral 
meeting held in Geneva on the sidelines of the 
first day of the WIPO General Assembly. 

This latest PPH agreement is the fifth signed by 
INPI11 with its international counterparts. It is 
also the third signed with a member of the IP5, 
which brings together the world’s largest IP 
offices 12 , INPI having signed its first PPH 
agreement with the Japan Patent Office (JPO) 
on 26 November 202013 and another with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) on 8 November 202114. 

INPI also has PPH agreements with the 
Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO)15 
in North America and with the Brazilian office16 
in Latin America, signed respectively on 
3 December 2021 and 15 March 2022.  

The signing of this latest agreement marks 
a new milestone in the deployment of INPI’s 
PPH strategy in Asia. 

                                                        
10A cooperation agreement between two or more patent 
offices that aims to accelerate the processing of patent 
applications claiming priority from an earlier national 
application. 
11 See INPI’s website. 
12 EPO, JPO (Japan), KIPO (South Korea), CNIPA (China), 
USPTO (United States). 

The new PPH agreement came into effect 
on 1 September 2022. Applicants are now 
able to request accelerated examination of 
a patent application filed with the Korean 
office – whether a national application or 
a Korean national phase application under the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) – provided 
that the claims contained in the application 
are sufficiently similar to those used in 
a corresponding application found patentable 
by INPI. The PPH agreement also allows 
applicants to request accelerated examination 
in France of patent applications claiming 
priority from a Korean national application or 
a PCT application for which the Korean office is 
the International Searching Authority and the 
International Preliminary Examination 
Authority. 

It’s worth noting that France ranks fifth by 
number of patent applications filed with the 
KIPO, behind Japan, the United States, 
Germany and China. Korea ranks fourth 
among non-European countries in terms of 
number of patent applications filed in France, 
behind Japan, the United States and China17. 
 
This new milestone in 2022 provides yet 
another testimony that foreign patent offices 
have confidence in INPI and in the quality of its 
procedures – for the ultimate benefit of French 
businesses.  

By Céline Boisseau, International Network 
Coordinator, INPI 

13 See PIBD 2020, 1149, I-3. 
14 See PIBD 2021, 1171, I-3. 
15 See PIBD 2021, 1172, I-3.  
16 See PIBD 2022, 1179, I-3. 
17 See the WIPO patent database. 

https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=68369
https://www.inpi.fr/comprendre-la-propriete-intellectuelle/le-brevet/cas-particulier-la-requete-d-acceleration-en-vertu-du-pph
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/linpi-signe-son-premier-accord-pph-avec-loffice-des-brevets-du-japon
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/signature-dun-accord-pph-entre-linpi-et-loffice-des-brevets-et-des-marques-des-etats-unis
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/rencontre-bilaterale-avec-loffice-de-la-propriete-intellectuelle-du-canada-opic-marquee-par
https://pibd.inpi.fr/article/signature-dun-accord-pph-entre-linpi-et-son-homologue-bresilien
https://www3.wipo.int/ipstats/index.htm?tab=patent
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French-Italian anti-counterfeiting seminar 

On 28 June 2022, the Homeland Security and 
Economics departments of the French 
embassy in Italy organized a bilateral seminar 
on combating counterfeiting. Open to 
representatives from the business world and 
from the public agencies involved in anti-
counterfeiting efforts, the seminar provided 
an opportunity to: 

• share information and analyses on 
counterfeiting and how it has evolved in recent 
years, notably due to the development of new 

technologies and the participation of criminal 
organizations in its escalation; 

• review the initiatives implemented in 
both countries to prevent and combat 
counterfeiting, and explore opportunities to 
strengthen anti-counterfeiting measures and 
synergies between public and private 
stakeholders. 

Topics broached during the seminar included 
the counterfeit market (in France, Italy and the 
European Union), the associated challenges 
(such as health, safety and organized crime) 
and public private cooperation. On the French 
side, the participant list included 
representatives from INPI, Medef, Unifab, 
Customs, the Interior Ministry and Prooftag – 
a company that specializes in security and 
traceability solutions for brands and 
governments. 

By Stéphanie Leguay, Coordinator of France’s 
National Anti-Counterfeiting Committee (CNAC) 
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Agenda
— 
26 September 2022 

Centre Paul Roubier – « Unified Patent 
Court: the basics » 

Details  

 
4 October 2022 

FNDE – « Trademark law » 

Details  

 
4-5 October 2022 

BUSINESS FRANCE – « Ambition Africa 
2022 » 

Details  

 
10-14 October 2022 

INPI – « Patents: further training » 

Details 

 
14 October 2022 

IRPI – « 6th edition: Day of the Young 
Researchers in Intellectual Property » 

Details  

 
17 October 2022 

IRPI – « Strategy: managing a trademark 
portfolio » 

Details 
 

18-19 October 2022 

INPI – « Using patent information to 
establish freedom to operate and validity » 

Details 
 
 
 

 

20 October 2022 

FNDE – « Obtaining a patent » 

Details 

 
7 November 2022 

Centre Paul Roubier – « Unified Patent 
Court: Advanced » 

Details 

 
8 November 2022 

IRPI – « Mastering the new French and 
European trademark law » 

Details 

 
9 November 2022 

Business France – « The 2022 International 
French Tech Meetings » 

Details 

 
17 November 2022 

FNDE – « Patent exploitation » 

Details 

 
24-25 November 2022 

BUSINESS FRANCE – « Ambition Indo-
Pacific 2022 » 

Details  
 

8-10 December 2022 

SEBRAE/INPI Brazil/OMPI – « 5th edition: 
International event on Geographical 
indications and Collective marks » 
 
Details  
 
 

 

https://www.paulroubier.com/index.php/conferences/
https://www.paulroubier.com/index.php/conferences/
http://www.fnde.asso.fr/synthese-droit-des-marques/
https://event.businessfrance.fr/ambition-africa/
https://event.businessfrance.fr/ambition-africa/
https://e-formation.inpi.fr/fiche-formation.php?id_formation=238
https://www.irpi.fr/pages/?ref_arbo=390
https://www.irpi.fr/formation/fiche.asp?ref_arbo=12&id_arbo=3&ref_formation=162
https://e-formation.inpi.fr/fiche-formation.php?id_formation=250
https://www.paulroubier.com/index.php/conferences/
https://www.paulroubier.com/index.php/conferences/
https://www.irpi.fr/formation/fiche.asp?ref_arbo=12&id_arbo=3&ref_formation=161
https://www.irpi.fr/formation/fiche.asp?ref_arbo=12&id_arbo=3&ref_formation=161
https://www.businessfrance.fr/rencontres-internationales-de-la-french-tech-2022
https://www.businessfrance.fr/rencontres-internationales-de-la-french-tech-2022
https://event.businessfrance.fr/ambition-indopacifique/
https://pibd.inpi.fr/sites/default/files/2022-09/2022-12-08%20Sebrae_Evento%20Indica%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20Geogr%C3%A1fica%20escopo%20v2_0.pdf
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